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Synopsis

A Newbery Honor BookTomie’s family starts building their new house at 26 Fairmount Avenue in
1938, just as a hurricane hits town, starting off a busy, crazy year. Tomie has many adventures all
his own, including eating chocolate with his Nana Upstairs, only to find out--the hard way--that they
have eaten chocolate laxative. He tries to skip kindergarten when he finds out he won’t learn to read
until first grade. "I'll be back next year," he says. When Tomie goes to see Snow White, he creates
another sensation. Tomie dePaola’s childhood memories are hilarious, and his charming
illustrations are sure to please."A thoroughly entertaining and charming story."A¢a -4 *School
Library Journal"DePaola successfully evokes the voice of a precocious, inquisitive five-year-old
everyone would want to befriend. Charming black-and-white illustrations animate the scenes and
add a period flare, including a photo album-like assemblage of the characters’ portraits at the book’s

start."A¢a -4 *Publishers weeklyA A From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

We are huge Tomie dePaola fans here and the 26 Fairmount Avenue series is partially why. My five
year old daughter and | read the whole series together and our only complaint is that it doesn’t
continue. Excellent writing, fabulous illustrations, and you really feel like you get to know little Tomie.

Love it!

| bought this book for my 7 year old son who is finishing first grade and is just starting to read
chapter books (by chapter books, | mean longer ones, not just the "Henry and Mudge" types that
can be read in 20 minutes). | love this book! It is like hearing a funny grandpa tell you about his
childhood. Mr. de Paola is a good narrator of his own life. My son really got a kick out of some of the
antics, like how Tomie behaved while seeing Snow White in the movie theatre. | read the first
chapter out loud to my son to make sure he comprehended it. It did, and then he finished the rest of
the book himself.l highly recommend this book to any first or second grader. Teachers and parents

would enjoy reading it as well.

Great.

My son was sick for a few days while the rest of the class was reading this book at school, and we
needed to have this book to help keep him up on class and understand what was going on in the
story. The book wasn’t available anywhere locally, so we ordered from , and it got here QUICKLY!
We were able to get him caught up on his work, and we could also explain the story in a better
one-on-one setting than any classroom could do, and he did well.| have to say, the story was also
enjoyable for a parent, as it brought back a lot of memories from my childhood. Although | never
lived where the story took place, and we didn’t have grandparents in the house with us (as is the
case in the story), there were a lot of fun perspectives from a child’s point of view. Tomie dePaola
has a very good writing style, and the artwork is fun, too. | recommend the book for anyone who
enjoys childrens’ books - especially those books about life in 1938. It would be a superb

grandparent-to-grandchild book.

This is a lovely story, well written, nicely paced for a 4-6 year olds, and with humor throughout. We

read the entire series to our son, and | buy it for nieces and nephews when they are 4 or 5.

We read this as part of Build Your Library Grade 1 curriculum. My 11 year old, 6 year old, 2 year,



husband and | all enjoyed this as a read aloud novel. Tomie dePaola has always been a favorite

author. Reading this quick, light-hearted look at his own childhood was a joy!

this is such a fun sweet and funny story ...i have really enjoyed reading it to my kids! really great for

both them and me =)

My son’s grew up with Nana Upstairs! Nana DownstairsAnd now my grandchildren...and now my

great-grandson!How fantastic is this?
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